HISTORY OF THE NAWWABS OF THE CARNATIC
the zamindar sent an army to encounter the enemy. This army
which remained in its encampment at a distance of one cannon-
shot from the enemy, ran about helplessly and gave the
impression of a slatightercel animal in its movements. So the
two armies came near the fort of Tanjore one pursuing the
other like a wolf after a goat and camped in their respective
places. To he brief, the enemy exerted his power in a siege,
and effected a hole in the bank of the ditch by successive
cannonading. They pulled down by shots in a short time
eighty yards of the fort wall which lifted its head towards the
sky being based on solid foundations. Pratap Singh on account
of great terror was about to sue for peace and thus preserve
his life and his belongings.
In the meanwhile Sayyid Makhdum All Khan and Major
Prishtan according to the orders of IJa?rat-i-A'la started
in the night with the army of the sarkclr and that of the
English, cannon, lead, gunpowder and abundant provisions
having been collected by Sayyid All Khan the nftgim of
Nattharnagar. They reached next day in the darkness of
the night, like a soul in a lifeless body, and made themselves
a balm for the wounded mind. On repairing the towers
and the battlements of the fort and arranging afresh
cannon and other things after the manner of warfare, the
ambitious plans of the enemy were destroyed, and the
oppressing hand was bound up. Pratap Singh offered thanks
to Hazrat-i-Ala in thousand ways for his kindness. On
the arrival of the army of Nattharnagar and the English
troops, the messengers of cannon-balls that emit fire and
burn the enemy, conveyed incessantly to the besieging army and
the proud M. Lally the news of the arrival of strength to the
fort and at onee extinguished the fire of vain ideas of the enemy.
Till evening on that day it rained continuously balls from
cannon and catapults on the army of the enemy in such a
manner that they destroyed the two intrenchments which had
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